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Becavuse govermnment must know yoour
wishes before i+ can respond t+to +ther.
Grassroots lobbying is simply +the art+ of
cormmunicating with your elected officials.

elected
representatives vote. Under the
First Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution, every American has
freedom of speech, freedom of
assembly, and the right to petition
the government for a ‘‘redress of
grievances.’’
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to speak up for good government.
Each year, your legislators make
decisions that affect your tax
dollars -- and your life. It’s up to.
you, as a citizen, to voice your
opinions and influence the future
of your government.
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A House member simply drops
a bill into the ‘‘hopper,’”” a box
on the clerk’s desk. (Senators
send their bills to clerks or
propose them from the floor.)

The bill is numbered, printed
and sent to the House commit-
tee that has jurisdiction over
the subject of the bill. (Com-
mittees are important - they
can decide a bill’s fate early

in the legislative process.)

The committee may schedule
public hearings and invite con-
cerned citizens, organizations
and government agencies to
provide facts and offer opin-
ions on the bill.

= R =L

After analyZ|ng the bill and
listening to the public’s views,
the committee may change the
bill, vote it down, allow it to die
by not taking any action, or
report the bill favorably to the
full House.

After leaving committee and
being scheduled on the con-
gressional calendar, the bill is
sent to the full House where
it’s debated, amended and
voted on.

s—i—e.ps are spe.c-,;«F!c, +o Congress, Hoe

‘ : i ogb = ‘1
les 593- -Fcprﬁﬂ apply

oﬁner Ieve.lcs oF Qoverhmeh-h







