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SUPREME LODGE HEADOQUARTERS
AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION






M E M O

To:
Supreme Lodge

District Governors



Chapter Presidents

From:
Supreme President George G. Horiates
Date:
August, 2020
Re:
AHEPA Mobilization Against Turkey’s Provocations
Fraternal Greetings, Brothers.
I am outreaching because recent provocations by Turkey have escalated tensions in the Eastern Mediterranean to dangerous levels not seen since 1996 through violations of international norms and international and U.S. law. Under the Erdogan regime, Turkey has:

· Encroached upon the continental shelf of Greece through the issuance of seismic surveys on two occasions in the past month. Turkish research vessels have been accompanied by Turkey naval vessels.

· Violated the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of Cyprus on multiple occasions
· Formally changed the status of Hagia Sophia – a UNESCO World Heritage Site - from a museum to a mosque thus jeopardizing its Universal Value.

· Violated U.S. law by its acquisition of a Russian-made missile defense system that subjects Turkey to sanctions.

Turkey’s actions are not only illegal, but they are not in the best interests of the United States and place lives unnecessarily in harm’s way.

Action Taken

On Friday, I, along with Ahepans from Capital District 3, participated at a protest of Turkey held in front of the Embassy of Turkey in Washington, DC.

Further, AHEPA has taken significant measures to urge the United States to: 1) issue an unequivocal condemnation of Turkey’s actions and 2) impose sanctions on Turkey. These measures have included:
· A letter to President Donald Trump

· A series of letters to Secretary of State Mike Pompeo

· A letter to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that resulted in direct questioning of Secretary Pompeo

· AHEPA’s drafting of language accompanying a congressional amendment that passes that encouraged the State Department to denounce the change of Hagia Sophia’s status
· A letter to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell urging him to bring bipartisan-supported legislation that sanctions Turkey to the Senate Floor for a vote

· AHEPA’s support for a congressional amendment critical of Turkey and calling for sanctions

· AHEPA’s participation in two protests of Turkey in Washington
· AHEPA’s repeated strong condemnation of Turkey’s acts

We Need Your Help
· Please contact your members of U.S. Congress and President Donald Trump and urge them for the U.S. to condemn Turkey for its actions and to hold Turkey accountable.

· Contact the White House: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

· Find your U.S. Representative: https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
· Find your U.S. Senators: https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact 

Attached Materials

To assist you in the execution of this process, please find attached: 
1. Sample template letter to your members of U.S. Congress (ahepa.org)
2. Talking Points
We stand ready to assist you with this most important mobilization to address this pressing matter that threatens NATO ally, Greece; strategic partner, Cyprus; and U.S. interests in the region, overall.
Thank you.
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